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elcome to the first issue 
of Titukuke ndi ASWAp 

Magazine. This Magazine brings you 
various agricultural developments 
that ASWAp-SPII is doing across the 
country, which I believe will excite 
you as you read through. 

Agriculture Sector Wide 
Approach-Support Project II 
(ASWAp-SPII) is operating in 
various districts in Malawi and has 
transformed the lives of many in the 
farming communities. 

This issue features the eradication 
of Banana Bunchy Top Disease, 
modern agricultural technologies 
such as double row planting and use 
of inoculant in legumes production, 
and rice multiplication, just to 
mention a few.   

Follow ASWAp-SPII by reading 
this Magazine or by listening and 
watching our ‘Titukuke ndi ASWAp’ 
programs on MBC Radio and MBC 
TV. You can also follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Enjoy your reading!
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When the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation 

and Water Development asked 
farmers in the banana growing 
districts of Mulanje and Thyolo 
to uproot all banana plants, 
there was a lot of resistance 
from the communities. For 
most banana farmers in the two 
districts, exporting bananas to 
other districts in the country 
was their only livelihood 
and even though harvests 
were less and less due to the 
Banana Bunchy Top Virus 
(BBTV) outbreak, they were still 
reluctant to uproot the diseased 
suckers because less harvest 
was better than none. 

“When government extension 
workers told us to uproot and 
burn the few banana suckers we 
had left, we strongly protested 
even though we knew the risk, 

we couldn’t stand the thought 
of uprooting our ‘livelihood’. 
They told us that by keeping 
diseased suckers, we were 
helping spread the virus 
even more,” said Mrs. Grace 
Chingaipe, a farmer in Thyolo 
district.  

Her sad story is not a unique 
one in Nkaombe village, T/A 
Bvumbwe, Grace was one of 
the first farmers to benefit 
from free clean banana suckers 
from a community banana 
nursery that was established 
with support from ASWAp-SPII. 
Now she and a lot of farmers in 
her community have newfound 
hope. 

It required a lot of persuasion, 
negotiation and warnings from 
the Ministry to convince the 
farmers to uproot the infected 

RESTORING THYOLO’S LOST GLORY - 

Eradicating The Banana Bunchy Top Disease

suckers with only a promise of 
clean planting materials.

Dyson Nkaombe, a lead 
farmer in Nkaombe village, 
in collaboration with the 
Group Village Headman (GVH) 
led numerous sensitization 
campaigns to convince 
community members to 
uproot and destroy diseased 
banana suckers. Together, 
they mobilized a group of 70 
villagers who went on a house 
by house banana uprooting 
campaign from July to August 
2018. 

“We could not have achieved 
anything had we uprooted 
bananas only from the fields 
whose owners were willing, 
because in a few months, 
the disease from the spared 
infected plants would have 
spread again, so we decided to 

We could not have 
achieved anything 
had we uprooted 
bananas only from the 
fields whose owners 
were willing, because 
in a few months, 
the disease from the 
spared infected plants 
would have spread 
again, so we decided 
to make the uprooting 
mandatory for all. 
said Nkaombe

’’ 

By Cynthia Mahata



make the uprooting mandatory 
for all,” said Nkaombe. He 
went on to add that it was only 
possible because the exercise 
had the blessing of the GVH. 

After destroying the suckers 
by drying and burning them, 
they waited for a month and 
conducted the exercise again 
to make sure that all bananas in 
the village were uprooted. 

In November 2018, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, through 
ASWAp-SPII, donated 30 clean 
suckers to Nkaombe village 
and the GVH gave them land 
for nursery establishment and 
this motivated more people 
to volunteer to work on the 
nursery. To ensure continued 
success of the exercise, ASWAp-
SPII also supported trainings 
where farmers in the community 
were trained on how to scout 
fields for the BBTD and how to 
manage the disease. 

date, 450 suckers have been 
distributed to community 
members in Nkaombe village. 
To facilitate quick multiplication 
of bananas, the community 
decided to use some of the 
suckers to establish another 
nursery in the village.  

Speaking on behalf of banana 
farmers in the area, Nkaombe 
said their dream is to restore 
Thyolo’s glory by eradicating 
the banana bunchy top virus. 
He added that the community 
is working towards establishing 
a number of nurseries and be 
able to provide clean suckers 
to farmers beyond Nkaombe 
village. 

The Banana Bunchy Top 
Disease has devastated a lot of 
banana farmers in Malawi with 
the worst hit districts being 
Mulanje and Thyolo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chingaipe showing 
their disease-free banana plant

Banana nursery of Nkaombe village estab-
lished with support from ASWAp-SPII

From the hard work and 
dedication, the community was 
granted another donation of 50 
clean suckers in February and 
30 suckers in March 2019. 

By December 2018, the 
community nursery bore its 
first fruit as 90 suckers were 
harvested and distributed 
to farmers to start their own 
multiplication process. Up to 
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The World Bank says it is 
impressed with progress of 

the field activities across the 
farming communities where 
ASWAp-SPII is undertaking 
various interventions.
The remarks were made by 

World Bank Task Team Leader 
(TTL) Valens Mwumvaneza at 
the end of a two-week tour to 
assess the status of ASWAp-
SPII’s implementation across 
the selected districts where the 
project is operating. Officials 
from the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the World Bank team jointly 
embarked on the mission. 

WORLD BANK MISSION COMMENDS 
ASWAp-SP II TAKE-OFF

By Joseph Chimbuto

Valens Mwumvaneza - World Bank 
Task Team Leader

Mwumvaneza singled out 
the transfer of different 
technologies to a farmer as a 
success story.
“We have been able to see a 

model village where a number 
of technologies are developed 
both on selection of better seed 
varieties, also on conservation 
aspects and the way that it is 
bringing those technologies 
that demonstrate the potential 
for a good yield,” he said.
He said the mission was 

further delighted with the 
selection of interventions across 

We have been able to see a model village where a number of 
technologies are developed both on selection of better seed varieties, 
also on conservation aspects and the way that it is bringing those 
technologies that demonstrate the potential for a good yield

”

the farming communities, citing 
inclusion of road rehabilitation 
across the rural farming 
communities as a milestone.
“It is important that they are 

linked to a road that will allow 
free access of the goods to 
the market. We are very happy 
and very impressed,” said 
Mvumvaneza.
ASWAp-SP II is a Malawi 

Government Support 
Project under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation and Water 
Development. It is funded by 
the European Union (EU), United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), 
Norwegian Government, Irish 
Aid and the Flanders under 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund 
(MDTF). The World Bank is the 
administrator of the funds. 

Some of the fields visited by the World Bank team
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T he World Bank has 
challenged officials in 

the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water 
Development (MoAIWD) to 
explore possible markets for the 
country’s farm produce besides 
technological innovations. 

The World Bank Agriculture 
Manager for Eastern and 
Southern Africa Mark Cackler 
made the call on 28th February, 
2019 during an official visit he 
made to Chitedze Research 
Station where he saw a series 
of technological innovations 
initiated at the station on 28th 
February 2019.  

While expressing satisfaction 
with various research 
interventions such as those 
implemented at the laboratory 
as well as those in the field 
trials, Cackler challenged the 
agricultural research experts to 
think to think beyond production 
increase. 

 “We have to ask ourselves 
a question: research for what? 
At the end of the day how do 

WORLD BANK MANAGER CHALLENGES THE 
MINISTRY TO LOOK BEYOND RESEARCH

By Joseph Chimbuto

Dr Wilkson Makumba - Director 
of Agriculture Research Services

Inkosi Jaravihuwa Munthali

appealed to farmers to form 
cooperatives to increase their 
bargaining power saying;

“What I would be advising 
farmers is to let them form 
cooperatives. There are big 
buyers out there but they 
require very big tonnage and on 
individual basis this cannot be 
attained. They need to mobilise 
to achieve this otherwise our 
farmers will end up being 
swindled by the traders who 
flock in the villages on cheap 
prices.” 

our research innovations help 
out a local farmer? We have 
to serious think of where they 
will take these produce to for 
them to recover what they have 
invested in and also get profits 
to improve their livelihood. 
Research should be appreciated 
if at the end of it a farmer 
gets the financial benefit.” said 
Cackler.

He appealed to the Ministry 
to engage stakeholders across 
the industry to explore markets 
that could bring concrete 
transformation among the 
small holder farmers.

In his remarks on the plight of 
rural farmers, Inkosi Jaravihuwa 
Munthali of Mzimba asked the 
government to regulate the 
traders to ensure that small 
scale farmers are protected from 
exploitation. 

 “We have to ask ourselves a question: research for what? At the end 
of the day how do our research innovations help out a local farmer? 
We have to serious think of where they will take these produce to 
for them to recover what they have invested in and also get profits 
to improve their livelihood. Research should be appreciated if at the 
end of it a farmer gets the financial benefit. ”  - Cackler

Commenting on the call for 
marketing, the Director for 
Agriculture Research Services 
(DARS) Wilkson Makumba 

Mark Cackler - World Bank 
Agriculture Manager for 

Eastern and Southern Africa

’’ 
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Agriculture technologies are 
everywhere in this country 

and various projects are also 
implementing their activities in 
different districts.  ASWAp-SP II is 
one of the projects implementing 
its activities in Zinthonga Model 
Village which is in Lisasadzi EPA, 
T/A Kaomba in Kasungu district. 

Before ASWAp’s intervention, 
farmers in Zinthonga village 
formed a Village Savings and 
Loans (VSL) group in 2011 with 
a membership of 19 women but 
now the membership has largely 
increased. Through the VSL, 
ASWAp together with Extension 
workers in the area have trained 
farmers on modern technologies. 
Christina Soko is one of the VLS 
member, who has benefited a lot 
from the trainings.

“Before our village was 
chosen to be a model village, 
we requested our Agriculture 
Extension Development Officer 
(AEDO) to provide us with 
training on various income 
generating activities. And he told 

ZINTHONGA MODEL VILLAGE 
SHINES WITH ASWAp-SP II

By Prisca Kachigunda

Farmers from Zinthonga Model Village showing their work plan

us to form a VSL group as well 
as practise farm diversification,” 
explained Soko.

She said that as a result of the 
training farmers are now able to 
make compost manure, grow fruit 
trees, and agroforestry trees such 
Tephrosia Vogelli and Faidherbia 
Albida. Soko further explained 
that with the coming of ASWAp-
SP II, their livelihood has greatly 
improved as many farmers are 
adopting new technologies. 

Wilson Chimwaza, a Lead 
Farmer from Zinthonga village 
said ASWAp-SP II has assisted 
them to start growing Soya bean, 
maize, groundnuts and sweet 
potato. They also rear livestock 
like goats, chicken, pigs and 
cattle, which also provide them 
with manure for use in their fields. 

Agriculture Extension 
Development Coordinator 
(AEDC) for Lisasadzi EPA, Victoria 
Sangala is working tirelessly to 
make sure that ASWAp-SP II 
beneficiaries are implementing 
their activities.

“Many farmers at Lisasadzi EPA 
are benefiting from ASWAp-SP 
II in components such as Climate 
Smart Agriculture, pit planting, 
legume production and compost 
making. And some farmers were 
trained on good agriculture 
practices which can help to 
mitigate the effects of climate 
change,” said Sangala.

She further said that farmers 
in the EPA are now following 
recommended agricultural 
technologies such as using 
inoculant and double row 
planting in soya bean production, 
and using one-one method of 
planting in maize to increase 
production.

ASWAp-SP II is also 
rehabilitating a road from 
Lisasadzi Trading Centre passing 
through Central Poultry to 
Chambwe where Zinthonga 
model village is located. According 
to Sangala, improvement of road 
and bridge infrastructure in the 
area will facilitate access to good 
and reliable markets thereby 
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making it easy for farmers to sell 
their produce.

Davie Chigwenembe is a 
Director of Public Works in 
Kasungu district and revealed 
that many roads and bridges 
connecting farmers to markets 
in the district are not in good 
condition. He is appreciating the 
financial support from ASWAp-
SP II as it will promote farming 
business in the district.

 “My office is very excited 
with ASWAp-SP II because it 
will continue what ASWAp-SP 
was implementing in Kasungu 
District. This project will help us 
to construct seven roads of which 

one will be Tarmac road of 10 
kilometres long. The project will 
also construct and repair bridges,” 
said Chigwenembe.

In his remarks, the District 
Agriculture Development Officer 
(DADO) for Kasungu District 
Agriculture office Mr. Patason 
Kandoje said ASWAp-SP II is 
implementing various activities 
which connect farmers to markets. 
Adding to what the AEDC said, 
Mr. Kandonje explained that 
farmers at Zinthonga Model 
village will ably access markets 
when the roads are completely 
rehabilitated, hence promoting 
farming as a business.

“Before this project, farmers in 
Kasungu district were unable to 
access markets for their produce 
because many roads were 
impassable and farmers were 
not benefiting. ASWAp-SP II has 
brought new things in terms of 
access to markets and training on 
new technologies,” he said. 

AEDOs from Lisasadzi EPA, 
with support from ASWAp-SP II, 
will continue to train farmers on 
agricultural technologies which 
will help address climate change. 
This will indeed make Zinthonga 
model village to shine. 

Hailing from T/A Mlonyeni, 
Mlonyeni section in Mchinji 

district, Mr. and Mrs. Bluegum 
Banda are among several farmers 

UPSCALING TECHNOLOGY 

ADOPTION WITH ASWAp-SP II

Mr. and Mrs. Bluegum Banda on their demonstration plot

By Cynthia Mahata who, with access to information 
on recommended practices for 
improved yield, have harvested 
approximately 20 bags of maize and 
15 bags of groundnuts from their 9 
acre field for the past 7 years. 

Agriculture Extension 
Development Officer, Christopher 
Mwanza, talks about the difficulties 
faced when informing farmers to 
adopt newly released technologies. 
He says, “most of the farmers 
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grew up with farming parents who 
taught them their way of farming. 
Even though these ways no 
longer work in the face of modern 
problems such as climate change, 
farmers find it hard to adopt a new 
way of farming just because we 
have told them to do so.”

He however pointed out that 
since he started showing farmers 
how these technologies work, 
through experimentations in their 
own fields, there is hope that the 
adoption rates will go up, which will 
in turn improve the food, nutrition 
and income security of farming 
families in Mlonyeni section. 

With support from the 
Agriculture Sector Wide Approach 
Support Project II (ASWAp-SPII) in 
2018, Mr. Mwanza and extension 
officers in the area trained 
farmers on how they can improve 
their yields while combatting 
climate change and decreasing 
land holding sizes, using various 
recommended technologies. 
Among the trained were Mr. and 
Mrs. Bluegum Banda. 

Mr. and Mrs. Banda, alongside 
other farmers, were trained on 
various recommended climate 
smart technologies such as 
Manure application, double 
row planting in groundnuts, pit 
planting, mulching and one-one 
planting in maize. 

The couple owns a 1 acre plot on 
a mndandanda (a stretch of plots 
displaying one or more technologies 
in crop production and strategically 

situated off a main road) which they 
divided into 4 subplots of 0.25a 
each. On two adjacent subplots, 
they planted groundnuts using 
the single row technology on one 
plot, and used the double row 
technology on the other. On the 
remaining 2 adjacent subplots, they 
planted maize and applied manure 
and fertilizer on one plot and used 
only fertilizer on the other.

Mrs. Banda, pointing at the two 
groundnut subplots said, “As you 
can see, the plot with double 

manure less plot. I had no idea 
that I can harvest so much more 
from the same piece of land, just 
by following the recommended 
agricultural practices. 

“By agreeing to be one of 
the demonstrators on the 
mndandanda, we have not only 
helped ourselves but a larger 
number of other farmers in the 
village,” said Mr. Banda. He added 
that the contrast between the 
crops in the fields always catches 
the attention of passersby, who 

Groundnuts field planted using single row technology

rows has more plants and will 
yield twice as much groundnuts as 
the one with single row planting. 
Likewise, the maize plot where we 
applied manure is doing very well, 
it is much greener and the cobs 
are much larger. You can actually 
tell that it will yield more than the 

make further enquiries and 
sometimes end up adopting the 
technologies.

Mr. and Mrs. Banda, who have 
four children, dream of getting 
enough money from farming to put 
their children through schools and 
to purchase an oxcart and oxen.  

By agreeing to 
be one of the 
demonstrators on 
the mndandanda, 
we have not only 
helped ourselves but 
a larger number of 
other farmers in the 
village - Mr. Banda

’’

Groundnuts field planted using double row technology
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Beans farmers in the country have 
been growing the seed ordinarily 

without any soil nutrient addition 
mechanism. The traditional growing 
practice of the seed actually involved 
land preparation, sowing the seeds, 
weeding, pest control and harvesting 
with no attention to soil treatment for an 
improved fertility. Little did the farmers 
know that this is one of the main factors 
that contributed to their failure to attain 
maximum yield potential of the crop. 

With the emphasis of commercialising 
agriculture, various new farming 
techniques are now being tested 
and adopted. One of those modern 
technologies is the use of inoculant 
in beans. While experimentation 
of beans inoculant technology is 
ongoing at Chitedze Research Station, 
its preliminary results have provided 
hope for brighter beans farming in the 
country.

Mr. and Mrs. Njiradzagwa of Chipokolo 
village Traditional Authority Kaomba 

BEANS INOCULANT TRIAL EXCITES GROWERS IN KASUNGU
By Vincent Eliya

Samuel Mwafulirwa of Chitedze Research Station explaining about legumes with no inoculant

in Kasungu are among regular beans 
farmers in the area. The family says for 
decades it has been growing beans 
as a source of income for their home. 
However, the family has never been 
satisfied with the yield.

“We have been growing beans for 
years. Our great concern is that we have 
not been able to achieve yield potential. 
Surprisingly we have been following 
appropriate farming practices. For 
example, we have always prepared the 
land and sowed in time. We have made 
sure there are no weeds in the fields. 
We applied appropriate chemicals to 
control pests. But still we failed to yield 
enough,” Mr. Njiradzagwa explained.

This family, like all other beans 
farmers in the area, never knew there 
is an opportunity of improving yield 
until ASWAp-SP II through Agriculture 
Extension workers in the EPA taught 
them about beans inoculant.

Thrilled with benefits of inoculant 

as revealed to them by the extension 
officers, the farmers decided to put it to 
trial together with double rows planting 
technology.

Now the family is expressing 
satisfaction that inoculant is the way 
to go because of how the crop has 
performed. Inspecting the family’s 
beans plot at Lisasadzi demonstration 
site, there is enough evidence that 
inoculant is the hope to beans farming. 

Mr. and Mrs. Njiradzagwa explain-
ing the benefits of using inoculant 

in beans
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“You can actually see by yourself how 
the crop has performed right in the field. 
The production is very much high and 
the pods are plump. Even the leaves 
are also dark-green testifying fertility 
of the soils. Undoubtedly this year 
we will make more money,” said Mrs. 
Njiradzagwa who was visibly excited.

Inspecting the fields that have not 
used inoculant in order to compare 
the difference, the gap is even much 

apparent. The leaves are yellowish 
signifying lack of sufficient nutrients 
in the soil and most of the plants are 
stunted.

According to soil experts, the farmers 
that use inoculant in beans are more 
likely to double their yields.

Mr. Samuel Mwafulirwa is one of the 
soil scientists from Chitedze research 
station and he lauds benefits of using 
the chemical in beans. He said inoculant 

helps to improve soil fertility thereby 
providing the crop with all the required 
nutrients. 

ASWAp-SP II funded Chitedze research 
station to carry out trials of the beans 
inoculant whose results will form 
basis of spreading the technology 
to all farmers. At the moment the 
experimentation is at an advanced stage 
at the station.

According to Mr. Mwafulirwa, the 
studies are looking not only at how 
inoculant can boost soil fertility, but also 
the nutrient benefits that consumers of 
the beans products will get in the end.

“As a country we have been struggling 
to address nutrient deficiency such as 
zinc in people. As such this research 
will also help to look at how inoculant 
can boost nutrition in humans and 
animals. This will ensure that the country 
has healthy people who can positively 
contribute to the development of the 
country,” said Mr. Mwafulirwa.

Once completed, the research findings 
shall help to improve beans production 
in the country by boosting the yield 
potential which is consistent with 
agriculture commercialisation. One of the beans fields where inoculant was applied

By Zodwa Munthali

In the past we could just plant anyhow and harvest less 
than 15 bags and we were not able to get enough money 
to take care of our families. But with the way we have 
planted our soya now, I have seen a tremendous change 
in the appearance of our soya and I am sure I will harvest 
not less than 22 bags - Ireen Madzumbi

’’

IMPROVED SOYA PRODUCTION IN NKHOMA



Soya bean is one of the cash 
crops grown in Malawi. It is a 

drought tolerant crop and does not 
require a lot of inputs for a farmer 
to harvest more. However, most 
farmers lack the required skills that 
would help them harvest more 
and financially benefit from their 
produce. Nkhoma is one of the 
areas in Lilongwe district where 
Soya is grown in large quantities 
and this is why the Agriculture 
Sector Wide Approach Support 
Project (ASWAp-SPII) is promoting 
the use of new technologies in soya 
production to address issues that 
farmers are facing in different areas 
of this district.   

Ireen Madzumbi of Madzumbi 
village in the area of T/A Mazengera 
in Nkhoma district, is one of 
the farmers that are into soya 
production. She attested that her 
area has been greatly assisted 
with the coming of ASWAp-SP II. 
Ireen Madzumbi said that in the 
beginning, they had a training 
session which was conducted as a 
survey with the aims of discovering 
the main issues that were affecting 
them in their area. These included 
soil erosion, low yields, lack of 
reliable markets, and a lack of good 
roads. 

“We were trained on new farming 
technologies which might help in 
reducing soil erosion and aid in 
retention of soil nutrients. We also 
had lessons on how we can harvest 
more on a small piece of land. We 
were also trained on the importance 
of using inoculant in soya bean 
production,” she said. 

As part of the training, Madzumbi 
said that she was taught how to 
mix inoculant with soya seeds and 
the measures a farmer should 
follow when planting the seeds. 
After completing the training, she  
received a 20 Kg bag of inoculant 
infused soya seed. “Currently, I 
have 1 hectare of soya seed on 
a demonstration field and 0.2 

hectares of soya on our field. In 
both these fields I planted using the 
double row method which I learnt 
through this project.  The activities 
on the demonstration field were 
done with the help of committees 
which were formed after completing 
our training with ASWAp project 
and one of these committees will be 
looking at marketing issues whilst 
another will look at issues to do with 
gender,” said Madzumbi. 

She said together with her 
husband and the committees, they 
decided to have a demonstration 
field so that those who didn’t have 
the chance to participate in ASWAp 
trainings could be able to learn by 
observing what was happening on 
the field. She said from this field, 
70 farmers have been trained and 
have started following this type of 
farming. 40 of these 70 farmers are 
women whilst 30 are men which 
shows that in this area women are 
playing a big role. This also shows 
that demonstration fields are 
effective tools for reaching out to a 
large number of farmers with new 
farming technologies.  

Ireen Madzumbi said their future 
in soya production is very bright. 
She is able to differentiate their 
old method of farming with the 
new one. “In the past we could just 

plant anyhow and harvest less than 
15 bags and we were not able to 
get enough money to take care of 
our families. But with the way we 
have planted our soya now, I have 
seen a tremendous change in the 
appearance of our soya and I am 
sure I will harvest not less than 22 
bags. I trust that our marketing 
committee will help us get reliable 
markets for our produce and this 
will help us make more money.  
Among other things like school 
fees for our children and other 
household needs, I have always 
wanted to buy a motorbike and I am 
sure that this will happen this year”, 
she explained. 

Madzumbi’s hopes and dreams 
are that with the money they will 
make in this year, soya farmers in 
Madzumbi village will be able to 
procure machines that will help 
them manufacture oil and milk 
from the soya. She concluded by 
urging fellow farmers to have an 
interest in different projects in their 
respective areas since these projects 
are designed to improve their skills 
in farming as well as their financial 
status. She also asked them to make 
use of extension workers in their 
areas since they are close and can 
readily assist them with various 
issues concerning farming. 

Ireen Madzumbi (right) and Mr. Njolo in a Soya bean demonstration field
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limate change continues to present 
a threat of food insecurity to most 

Malawian farmers in different parts 
of the country. Towards the goal of 
making sure that people have enough 
food in the country, ASWAp-SP II is 
encouraging Conservation Agriculture 
as well as giving farmers fertilizer and 
improved varieties of maize seed and 
soya beans. 

Farmers from Chikapaza village in 
Chilenje EPA, T/A Mazengera, are 
among the farmers that have benefited 
from ASWAp-SP II. Farmers in this 
area have been realizing low yields 
due to poor soils and little amount of 
rainfall as a result of climate change. 
Soils in the area do not hold enough 
moisture hence plants suffer in times 
of drought leading to low yields. Mrs. 
Ethel Banda who is an Agriculture 
Field Officer in Chitekwere EPA 
said ASWAp-SP II is training famers 
from this area, modern farming 
technologies such as Conservation 
Agriculture and is giving farmers 
improved seed varieties and fertilizer. 

ASWAP-SP II ENCOURAGES CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE

By Harriet Kakhobwe

Among the modern technologies 
that ASWAp-SPII is encouraging are 
pit planting in maize and double rows 
planting in legumes. Mrs. Banda   said 
there is hope now that lives of people 
living in the area will change for the 
better since the modern technologies 
are promising higher yields.

Pit planting is one the technologies 
that most farmers in the area have 
adopted. In this type of farming, 
famers do not till the soil or make 
ridges but instead they plant seeds in 
small pits which are dug 30 cm long, 
30 cm wide, and 25-30 cm deep. One 
seed is planted at every corner of the 
pit and the distance from one planting 
station to the other is 25 cm. Before 
planting, top soil dug from the pits is 
mixed with manure and then placed 
back into the pit. 

Mr Kaliyasi is one of the farmers 
from Chikapaza village who received 
training and is now practicing pit 
planting. He said that due to the 
training and the fertilizer and seed 
he received, his life and that of his 

family has changed for the better. He 
explained the in the past he could not 
sell some of his farm produce to pay 
school fees for his children since it 
was not enough even for consumption 
alone. 

Mr. Kaliyasi now has hope that this 
year his farm yield will be higher than 
he has ever realized. He also said that 
conservation agriculture is simple 
and easy to follow. It simplifies farm 
work and gives farmers ample time to 
concentrates on other things.

Pit planting indeed has a lot of 
benefits. For instance, the pits help 
to conserve moisture which enable 
the plants to be vibrant even in the 
face of dry spells. The manure that is 
mixed with the top soil helps to supply 
essential nutrients to the soil while 
retaining soil moisture. 

ASWAp-SPII is encouraging the modern 
technologies which are climate smart 
in all the districts where the project 
is operating. The aim is to increase 
productivity to ensure food security 
among farmers across the country.

Mr. Kaliyasi and family on their maize field planted using pit planting technology
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By Khalani Makunje

Poor road infrastructure 
remains a challenge in the 

Agriculture sector which has 
seen to the difficulty in effective 
transportation for many farmers 
in Malawi.

As a project component, 
ASWAp-SP II is committed to 
improving the country’s road 
infrastructure in rural areas to 
improve Agriculture production 
and market accessibility. Drawing 
from this, the World Bank 
through the Multi-Donor Trust 
Fund donated 13 vehicles to 12 
District councils and Ministry of 
Transport and Public Works on 
Wednesday, 20th March 2019.

public Works and the twelve 
districts where the project is 
being implemented. As you 
are aware the objective of 
the program is to improve 
agricultural productivity of 
smallholder farmers and their 
access to markets through 
improved roads. The provision 
of the motor vehicles therefore 

Honourable Mwanamvekha (left) and Greg Toumlin 
(right) together cutting ribbon during the official 

handover of the vehicles

ASWAP-SP II TOWARDS RURAL ROAD 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

of the vehicles in eased 
mobility and supervision of 
road construction works under 
ASWAp-SP. 

He further thanked the World 
Bank for their support to the 
Agriculture sector through the 

World Bank Country Manager 
Greg Toulmin pointed out the 
significance of the donation 
saying; “There are a total of 
thirteen vehicles to assist the 
Ministry of Transport and 

One of the donated vehicles - Toyota Hilux

Ministry, which he believes will 
help in efforts to combat the 
challenges in service delivery by 
the Ministry of Transport and 
Public works in the respective 
District Councils.

The vehicles were handed over 
to the District commissioners 
in the ASWAp-SP II selected 
districts and encouraged on 

is one way 
of easing the 
transportation 
problems 
during the 
implementation 
of the works”.

Building from 
this, Guest 
of Honor 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Irrigation 
and Water 
Development 
Hon. Joseph 
Mwanamvekha 
emphasized the 
convenience 
and significance 

proper vehicle usage.
A fleet of the donated vehicles

ASWAp-SP II is a Malawi 
Government Support Project 
under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Water Development. It is 
funded by the European Union 
(EU), United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID), Norwegian 
Government, Irish Aid and the 
Flanders under Multi-Donor 
Trust Fund (MDTF). The World 
Bank is the administrator of the 
funds. 
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The Principal Secretary for Agriculture, Irriga-
tion and Water Development Gray Nyandule- 

Phiri has advised the project implementers for 
ASWAp-SP II to double their efforts to get the 
best out of the farmers. 

The Principal Secretary made the call when the 
World Bank Mission on ASWAp-SPII debriefed 
him at the end of a two-week tour of the project 
appraisal on 22nd February 2019.  The World 
Bank Mission Task Team Leader (TTL) Valens 
Mvumvaneza presented an overall positive as-
sessment on the findings on the ground. 

During the debriefing, Mvumvaneza said they 
were so far impressed with the overall take-off 

status of the project as evidenced through a 
good crop stand across the demonstration plots 
in all sites the mission visited. In reaction, the 
Principal Secretary Nyandule-Phiri expressed 
delight with the mission’s interim assessment 
however challenged the project implementers to 
do more noting;

“It is good to hear the progress of the project. 
But the real progress should be measured by 
the acreage. If this year a farmer worked on one 
acre then we expect you to work hard for them 
to have two or three acres next year. The success 
of the project should go down to the production 
out,” he said.

Nyandule-Phiri expressed gratitude to The 
World Bank and the Multi-Donor Trust Fund 
(MDTF) for the technical and financial assistance 
they continue rendering to the ministry through 
ASWAp-SPII.  He assured The World Bank offi-
cials and the donors of the ministry’s commit-
ment to use the resources to benefit the primary 
target who is a farmer. 

PS ADVISES ASWAp-SPII TO GO EXTRA MILE
By Joseph Chimbuto

It is good to hear the progress of the 
project. But the real progress should be 
measured by the acreage. If this year 
a farmer worked on one acre then we 
expect you to work hard for them to 
have two or three acres next year. The 
success of the project should go down 
to the production out.

”
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By Vincent Eliya

Poor roads network has 
been a stumbling block to 

small scale business farmers 
in the country especially when 
they want to access markets 
to purchase inputs or sell their 
commodities. This has been 
negatively affecting growth of 
their businesses. 

The story is by no means 
different from that of small scale 
business farmers in Salima who 
had to persevere wrath of bad 
Lifuwu road. 

Mr. Erick Kossamu is a small 
scale business farmer in Lifuwu. 
He comes from Chikumba 
village, Traditional Authority 
Kalonga in the same district. He 
sells fish at Chikumba market. 
He said his business used to be 

hampered by bad-conditioned 
Lifuwu road which connects Lake 
Malawi where he gets the fish 
and the market in his village. 

 “During rainy season we could 
not manage to get fish because 
the road was impassable. 
Sometimes when the rain got 
us on our way from the lake, 
bicycles tumbled in the mad, 
and that meant carrying the fish 
basket on head. The situation 
was really worst. So, most part 
of the rainy season we could 
not dare going to the lake to get 
fish in fear of such hell,” said 
Kossamu.

Mr. Kossamu, who on this day, 
was on his bicycle with a basket 
to get fish from Lake Malawi said 
previously he had few days in a 
week of doing business due to 
the inaccessibility which he said 

was heavily affecting his profits.  
“Previously each day we had 

rainfall we could not get to the 
lake. We had to wait until the 
road dries up. In which case it 
meant that if the rain had fallen 
the whole week, then we had 
the whole week of no business. 
So you can testify that it could 
not be easy for us small scale 
business operators to grow,” 
explained Kossamu.

He said consistent availability 
of fish on the market not only 
helps to get more profits but also 
to attain customer loyalty which 
is key when doing business. 

“Basically when we have 
some days of absence from 
business we lose both profits 
and customers. Sometimes 
customers become seasonal 
where during rain period they 

LIFUWU ROAD BOOSTING SMALL SCALE 
BUSINESSES IN SALIMA

Eric Kossamu along Lifuwu road going to the lake
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would go to Kamuzu road to get 
fish as opposed to Chikumba 
market,” he said.

It is apparent that small scale 
business farmers in Lifuwu were 
in grave glitches due to the poor 
road. It was probably the most 
painful period in business. Even 
the customers at good times 
could not enjoy fish naturally 
endowed in their own district. 

Today, the story of Mr. 
Kossamu and other small 
scale business operators in 
the area has totally changed 
due to the improvement of the 
Lifuwu road. The 8 kilometers 
road from Lifuwu irrigation 
scheme to Senga-bay turn-off 
has been upgraded to bitumen 
standard. Mr. Kossamu said 
since completion of the tarmac 
road, small scale businesses 
have developed incredibly and 

the life of people in the area has 
improved.

“Since the road was 
tarmacked, my business has 
grown significantly. By now I 
have managed to build a big 
modern house roofed with iron 
sheets. I have also bought a 
second bicycle which I am using 
now for my business,” said 
Kossamu while adoring parts of 
his second bicycle. 

The Lifuwu road in its new 
face is no longer an impediment 
to businesses, instead it is a 
catalyst. The traders are able 
to supply commodities to the 
market all the time hence 
Chikumba market is now a 
reliable source of fish in the 
area.

This situation has excited Mr. 
Kossamu who is now seeing 
light at the end of the tunnel for 

his business. He revealed that 
he is now exploring avenues to 
boost his capital so that he can 
now start selling at wholesale, 
improving from the current retail 
selling. 

The dream of these business 
farmers will be achieved 
because even vehicles are 
passing easily. This means the 
traders will be able to buy fish 
in large volumes and transport 
them to the markets using 
vehicles regardless of whether it 
is dry or rainy season.

Lifuwu road is one of the roads 
ASWAp has upgraded to bitumen 
in selected districts in the 
country. Ideally, this intervention 
intends to eradicate challenges 
farmers used to face when 
accessing markets.

CARTOON



17 Titukuke ndi ASWAp-SP II online Edition                    Volume 1                                                           

Bwanje Irrigation Scheme is 
one of the largest schemes 

in Malawi with over 2067 rice 
farmers. It is located in Dedza 
district. To ensure smooth running 
of the scheme, the rice farmers 
decided to form a rice cooperative 
and Water users Association 
(WUA). Rice seed multiplication 
is one of the main activities that 
the scheme is undertaking with 
support from Agriculture Sector 
Wide Approach Support Project 
II (ASWAp-SPII). Farmers in the 
scheme have been trained to 
practice the Systems of Rice 
Intensification (SRI) which aims 
to increase yield by planting one 
seedling per station. 

Mr. Eric Sautseni is the manager 
of Bwanje Irrigation Scheme and 
he said now there is a future 
in rice multiplication and that 
farmers have already started 
realizing benefits.

“Initially, we had difficulties 
because we did not follow all the 
right procedures that are key to 

successful multiplication of quality 
seed, but now it’s a different 
story,” said Sautseni.

One of the seed the farmers are 
multiplying is called ‘Kayanjamalo’. 
He said the reason for choosing 
this type of seed is because one 
rice plant produces not less than 
52 rice grains, which means a 
farmer is assured of high yield 
within a small field. 

Mr. Sautseni said that when 
planting they ensure that the seed 
is not mixed with other types of 
rice seeds as it may affect quality 
of the seed. Fertilizer is applied 
the same day the seed is planted 
and hand weeding follows after 
seven days. Frequent inspection 
of the fields is done to ensure that 
nothing grows on the field apart 
from the seed they are multiplying.

“We also work with Seed 
specialists to confirm that our 
seed has not been mixed with 
others. When harvesting we make 
sure to take the seed from the 
inner part of the field leaving out 
a few lines on the outer part,” Mr. 
Sautseni explained.

Bwanje Scheme produces about 
4000 metric tons of rice every 
year. This made the farmers to 
realize the need for a large and 
stable market if all farmers were 
to sell their produce and make 
profits. The farmers therefore 
decided to form a cooperative to 
help them find reliable markets 
and sell the rice on behalf of all 
farmers. Through the cooperative, 
the farmers have secured 
reliable markets from various 
organisations and other traders. 

Mr. Cosmas Nkhata is the 
Chairman of Bwanje rice 
cooperative and he said their 
cooperative has helped farmers 
to benefit from their farming 
business.

“When we realized that we were 
being robbed by buyers when 
we sell our rice individually, we 
agreed to form this cooperative 
so that we should sell our rice 
at the price which we all agree 
on. Through the cooperative we 
sell rice at a reasonable price 
unlike when we sell individually. 
Further to that, rice is sold in 
large quantities at the same time 
making farmers to benefit more 
within a short period of time,” 
said Mr. Nkhata.

Mrs. Tionge Bandawe is the 
secretary for this cooperative 
and one of the rice farmers. She 
added that their living standard 
has changed tremendously with 
the benefits they have acquired 
from ASWAp-SPII as farmers are 
now living in good houses and can 
afford to buy motor vehicles. She 
further urged fellow farmers to 
embrace different projects such 
as ASWAp-SPII in their areas and 
utilize advice they receive from 
Extension workers.

By Zodwa Munthali

RICE MULTIPLICATION WITH ASWAP-SPII

Rice fields under Bwanje Irrigation Scheme
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Procurement officers in the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water 

Development have been urged 
to save government’s resources 
by avoiding corruption in the 
award of contracts. 

Director of Administration 
in the Ministry Maxwell Tsitsi 
made the call when he opened 
a two- day workshop on the 
New Procurement Act 2017 
for 32 procurement officers 
in Salima on 15th March 2019. 
Participants were drawn from all 
the ADDs.

 “We need to make 
procurement system much 
more open, competitive and 
transparent. When contracts 
are awarded to less qualified 
suppliers, the quality and 
timeliness of delivery suffers. 
Many of you are ending up 

PROCUREMENT OFFICERS CAUTIONED AGAINST FRAUD 
AND MISPROCUREMENT

By Joseph Chimbuto

Maxwell Tsitsi - Director of 
Administration

spending money on goods and 
services you don’t need and 
paying too much if you do.  Put 
simply and frankly, we are being 
hugely wasteful and inefficient.” 
Tsitsi appealed and encouraged 
patriotism and diligence among 
the participants to avoid 
indulgence in unscrupulous 
deals at the expense of the 
country’s development. 

Workshop Participants

William Lapukeni- Deputy Director of 
Procurement

Speaking at the function, 
Deputy Director of Procurement 
in the Ministry William Lapukeni 
said the department organised 
the training workshop after 
carrying out a capacity needs 
assessment of the staff across 
the procurement entities in the 
Ministry. 

Lapukeni said participants 
were trained on relevant 
packages in the procurement 
system which include but not 
limited to Public Procurement 
System in Malawi, Procurement 
Methods, Preparation of an 
RFQ Document and Processes, 
An overall of Standard Bidding 
Documents and Ethics & Ethical 
Standards of Procurement 
Professionals.

Agriculture Sector Wide 
Approach Support Project II 
funded the training workshop 
with resources from Multi-
Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) 
through the World Bank.
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“We need to understand 
the realities. We need to 

understand how the male and 
female farmers are working. In 
that way we can ensure that 
policies we are making and the 
collaboration that the embassy 
has and with different projects 
we have in Malawi are relevant”. 

Lise Albrechtsen, Senior 
Advisor in the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said this when a team of 
the country’s International 
Development Policy visited 
Malawi on a fact finding mission 
for their future aid priorities in 
the country. 

The team visited Mlewa Village 
in Lilongwe as one of the sites 
to ascertain which areas could 
form possible interventions that 
they could support. The village, 
with support from ASWAp-SP 
II is working on banana rapid 
multiplication by transferring the 
suckers into the chambers. 

“We went to see the 
agriculture value chain. We 
went to see the system of the 
agriculture happening here. It 
is important to understand this 

as when we make policies in 
Norway on how we can partner 
with Malawi, it is important to 
understand what is going on the 
ground,” said Albrechtsen.

The team expressed satisfaction 
with the project’s intervention 
as it could go a long way in 
rehabilitating banana industry 
in the country which has been 
collapsing. 

“I am very impressed. They 
seem very committed on what 
they are doing. I am humbled 
to see this. They taught us how 
they are doing things. They are 
doing such a good work”

Speaking on the same occasion, 
ASWAp-SPII Coordinator Henry 
Msatilomo advised farmers 
in Mlewa Village to grab the 
opportunity to better their 
income.  He pleaded with them 
to adopt banana farming as a 

serious money-making crop.
“I am appealing to the chiefs 

around to mobilise farmers 
to invest in banana industry. 
To the farmers, please, let us 
look at bananas as a serious 
farming enterprise. I want us 
to see you bringing in trucks to 
collect bananas to town,” said 
Msatilomo.

Norway said its forthcoming 
aid policy strategy in 
agriculture will take into serious 
consideration gender relations 
among farming communities.

ASWAp-SPII is a Multi-Donor 
Trust Fund (MDTF) financed by 
European Union (EU), United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), 
Norwegian Government, Irish 
Aid and The Flanders. The funds 
are administered by The World 
Bank. 

We need to 
understand the 
realities. We need 
to understand how 
the male and female 
farmers are working. 
In that way we can 
ensure that policies 
we are making and 
the collaboration 
that the embassy has 
and with different 
projects we have in 
Malawi are relevant 
- Lise Albrechtsen

GENDER BALANCE CRUCIAL IN NORWEGIAN 
AID POLICY IN AGRICULTURE INVESTMENT

One of the Banana multiplication chambers at Mlewa

”

The Norwegian team on the Banana multiplication site at Mlewa village
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